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In the last nonth werve seen the polish state
launch a new wave of oppression against polandrs
working class. For all their talk about a rplann-
ed socialist economyr the organisers of polish
capitalism have been hit by the world recession
and have for.md themselves in serious difficult-
ies. The working class in Poland had been refus-
ing to accept that their living standards should
be lowered in order to sort out the crisis. So
the rulers of Poland responded in the way nrling
classes always will in these situations. The)'
declared martial. law and since then strikers have
been shot, Dil/ rlilitant workers have been sent
to prison caups and troops and riot police have
been used to keep people off the streets and
stifle any protest.

lbstern politicians have pretended to be
outraged by the action of the Polish authorities
- but theyrre no real friends to the Polish
workers. They just want to use them in their
game of political and economic contention with
the Soviet Eloc. If this game developed into
war, Reagan and Thatcher, or indeed anybody in
charge of the hbstern war machine at the tine,
vould have Poland and everybody in it reduced
to ashes if it suited their purpose. And the
Itlesterr governments are -equipped to deal with
workerst protest in the same way as the Polish
government. Look at the way Reagan had trade
unionists taken to prison in chains during the
Air Traffic controllers strike last year. Look
at the way the hitish state rapidly gave the
police new weaDons during last sumrner's riots.
look at the military dictatorships in Latin
Anerica and A.frica that are kept in power by
kitish, Anel,can and French capitalisrn to keep
their .profits f lowi;rg.

Oirer the past 18 months workers in Poland
have fought for improved wages and social serv-
ices, a shorter working week, for the right to
engage in activity critical of the regine.
hbrkers have demanded the right to elect - and
sack - managers in al1 workplaces. Though we
donrt think this goes far enough - we want people
to nm the workplaces themselves 'without any
separate rmanagersr - it does show millions of'
workers wanting to gain a lot nore control over
how decisions are made. It shows workers in
Poland Hant nuch more than just the extremely
limited rdemocratic rights' there are in the
west.

l{crkers everywhere can learn nuch from the
Polish events. In Britain and elsewhere workers,
divided into separate trade unions, tend to
strike separately. In Pol.and strikes have spread
throughgut entire regions, over the whole
country - and thus have been much more effective.
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lbrkers have frequently occupiedrtheir workpl.aces,
taking control of them and thus $ieventingstrike-bleakers being brought fn.

hrt a weakness of these struggles is that
theyrve not spread beyond Poland. If workers
in the rest of the Soviet bloc, and world-wide,
were confronting the state in the safr-TE[?i
workers in Poland - then not only would the
rulers in Poland find it nuch more difficult
to crush the workers, but there would be the
possibility of people everywhere overthrowing
al1 rulers and taking over the running of society.

hb can see from the actions of therSolidarityr union that trade unions, however
uilitant at first, tend to act against workefs
interests. Ey their natule trade rmions accept
the division of society into employers and emp-
loyees. They agree with the bosses' aim of atprofitable national economyr. 0ver the past
year l{alesa and other leaders of Solidarity
frequently urged strikers to return to work.
Sonetimes they called off strikes themseLves
instead of the workers deciding. They aimed for
a partnership between Solidarity and the state.
The struggles of the workers in Poland were most
effcctive in the suruner of 198O when they cont-
rolled the rnass strikes directly themselves,
without the restraints of the Solidarity tr:rion
'structure and leaders.

Poland, Bri.tain, U.S.S.R., U.S.A.
in all cotntries, tprivate enterpriset or Inixed
econonyr or rstate capitalistr, its thg same
struggle between rulers and n:led. $Iarkers in
hitain and elsewhere can aid workefs in Poland
by refusing to handle goods from the Soviet llnion
and Poland being inrported into Britain and other
countries. People could take action against
Soviet and Polish Bnbassies, Consulates, airline
offices, etc.. It can be proclained that these
activities will continue until the Poli.sh state
lifts all the newly imposed repressive measures
and frees all political prisoners.

These can be steps towards workers t strug-
gles uniting across national frontiers, and
challenging the entire system. At Present the
whole industrialised world is heading in the
sasle direction as Poland - food rationing at
gunpoint. If there's to be a future worth livi.ng
workers will need to take over the workplaces,
land, 'and resources everywhere. Decisions
must be made.by and for all, not by and for a
privileged elite. Productj.on rnust be for hr'rllran
need, not for profitable sale. This isnrt a
utopian dream, its the only alternative to a
nightmare world of mass poverty and vi,ci.ous state
brut.al i t y.


